
THE PUBLIC SERVICE CONNISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 95-1162-W — ORDER NO, 96-202

BIRCH 19, 1996

Application of Rural Water Inc. for
Approval to Abandon the Wai-, .er Systems
in Timberlake and Rosemont Subdivisions
to the Greenwood County Commission of
Public Works.

ORDER
APPROVING
TRANSFER
OF SYSTENS

This matter comes before the Public Servic Commission of

South Carolina (the Commission) on the Application of Hura' Water,

Inc. (Rural or the Company) requesting approval to abandon its

water systems in the Timberlal e and Rosemont Subdivisions.

Thereafter, Rural amended its request to reflect that it desired

to transfer the systems in the Timberlake and Rosemont

Subdivisions to the Greenwood Commission of Publi, Works.

By letter dated October 31, 1995, the Commission"s Executive

Director instructed Rural to publish, one time, a prepared Notice

of Filing in newspapers of general circulation in the areas

affected by the Application. The Executive Director also

instructed Rural to furnish the Notice of Filing o each af f ected

customer. Rural complied with the instructions of ' he F .ecutive

Director and submitted certification of compliance. The Notice of

Filing indicated the nature of Rural's Application and explained

the manner and time in which interested parties could become

involved in these proceedings. No letters of protest or Petitions
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to Intervene were received by the Commission regarding this

Docket.

On Narch 6, 1996, at 10:30 a. m. , the Commission convened a

public hearing on this matter in the Commission's hearing room at

111 Doctors Circle, Columbia, South Carolina, Pural was

represented by Robert C. Lake, III, Esquire„. the Commission Staff

was represented by Florence P. Belser, Staff Counsel. Rural

presented John C. Lake and David Price as witnesses. The

Commission Staff did not offer any witnesses.

John C. Lake, President of Rural Wat. r, Inc , testified that

Rural has filed for transfer. and abandonment of the Timbe!lake and

Rosemont water systems due to the high costs of bringing the

systems into compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act.

According to Nr. Lake, the systems would require large

expenditures of capital to bring the systems into compliance with

Department of Health and Environmental Control {DHEC) regulations.

Nr. Lake stated that the systems are currently under a DHEC

moratorium which will not allow additional customers onto the

systems. Nr. Lake also testified that he had noticed the proposed

transfer to the customers and that he had not rec. ived any

protests or complaints about the proposed transf Addi'tiona11y,

Nr. Lake assured the Commission that he would continue to provide

service until the transfer is complete

David Price, Director of Water Supply Permitting a. t DHEC, was

subpoenaed as a witness by Rural. Nr. Price stated that Rural is

presently serving water to its customers in Timberlake and
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Rosemont Subdivisions which does not meet DHEC standards.

Accarding ta Nr. Price, the water violates copper standards and

the systems do not have adequate storage facilities. Nr. Price

stated that the systems were built appro.-.ima. tely 35 years ago and

that the galvanized lines which were used are approaching the end

of their useful life. Nr. Price stated tha. t to replace these

lines would be at substantial cost. Nr. Price also stated that

Rural has less than 1 year in which to come into compliance with

DHEC standards. Nr. Price offered that a transfer o the systems

to the Greenwoad Commission of Public Works is g'1abl e opt1an

which DHEC wholeheartedly supports.

Upon review and consideration of the Application„ the

testimony presented at the hearing, and the applicable law, the

Commission makes the following findings af fact and conclusions of

law

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCT USIOPTS OF T~AW

1. Rural is a water utility pursuant to S.C Code Ann.

558-5-10 and is subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission.

2. Rural operates water systems in the Timb rlake and

Rosemont Subdivisions in Greenwood County, South Carolina and

desires to transfer those systems to the Greenwood Commission of

Public Works.

3. Based on the evidence from the hearing, the Commission

finds and concludes that the transfer of the Timberlake and

Rosemont water systems to the Greenwood Commission of Public Works

is in the public interest.
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4. The Commission will therefore approve the transfer of the

Timberlake and Rosemont water systems to the Greenwood Commission

of Public Works only after the existing customers are connected to

the Greenwood Commission of. Public Works. Rural shall continue Lo

serve the customers in the Timberlake and Hosemont Subd'visions

until all customers are connecLed. When all existing customers

are connected to the Greenwood Commission of Public Works, Rural

shall notify the Commission in writing that the customers are

connected. Only after the Commission has received notice in

g f rom Rural that al 1 exist~ ng customers are connected to

the Greenwood Commission of Public Works will the Commission issue

its Final Order. approving the transfer of the Timberlake and

Rosemont water systems to the Greenwood Commission of Public

Works.

5. This Order shall remain in full force and effect until

further Order of the Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE CONNXSSXON".

Chairman

ATTEST:

Executive Director

(SEAr. )
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